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ABSTRACT
The research paradigm of 21st century linguistics links the study of discourse with the use of language
as a public practice. The subject of the study is linguistic features of different levels, characterizing the
phenomenon of cancel culture. The new discourse practice or speech reality functions thanks to the media
and the Internet in various areas of modern speech — in political and business communication, in professional
and everyday life. The purpose of the study is to consider cancel culture as a linguistic object that reflects the
speech life of modern society. The relevance of the study is determined by a modern request for regulation
and control of speech behavior in the public sphere within the framework of constructive criticism. The
article implements the following research tasks: to describe the linguistic essence of the cancel culture and
characterize the latter as a phenomenon characteristic of the communicative behavior of representatives
of the linguocultural community. The linguistic method of discourse analysis is used as the main tool for
analyzing texts with functioning examples of lexical units representing the cancellation action, which makes
it possible to identify features of the communication and evaluation activities of speakers. As a result, new
language facts in the system of linguistic coordinates are localized and a possible vector for the study of
aggressive communication in the language-environment category is determined. It allows for an expansion of
the field of scientific understanding of the modern speech environment. The author concludes that the cancel
culture as a new discourse practice has a thematic and semiotic dominant in the form of destructive criticism.
Research of new discourse practice on the identified attractors of criticism and aggressive communication is
set as a research perspective.
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OPUTUHANBHAA CTATbA

KynbTypa oTMeHbl — peueBasi peasibHOCTb
COBpPEMEHHOro obLecTea
0.0. CemeHOBa

barkanbCkuii rocynapcTBeHHbIn yHuBepcuteT, UpkyTck, Poccus

AHHOTALUA
HayyHo-nccnepoBaTenbckas napagmMrma NMHrBMCTUKU XX B. CBA3bIBAET U3yYeHUe AUCKYpCa C UCNONb-
30BaHMEM f3blKa KaK 00l eCcTBEHHON npakTuku. MpeaMeTOM McCnefoBaHMSA SBNKIOTCS 93bIKOBbIE 0CO-
6EHHOCTM pa3HbIX YPOBHEN, XapaKTepu3ytoLine aBeHue KynbTypbl OTMeHbl. HoBas AMCKypCUMBHasa npa-
KTWUKa MK peyeBas peanbHOCTb GYHKLMOHMpPYeT 6narogaps cpeacrsam mMaccosoin uHdopmaummn (CMU)
U MHTEPHETY B Pa3/IMyHbIX Chepax COBPEMEHHOW peyn — B NMONUTUYECKON U AeN0BOM KOMMYHUKALUM,
B NpodeccMoHanbHOM 1 NOBCEAHEBHOM XU3HU. Llenb nccnepoBaHus — paccMOTPeTb KyNbTypy OTMEHbI
KaK NMMHIBUCTMYECKUIA OOBEKT, OTPAXKAIOLWMIA PeYeBYHO KM3Hb COBPEMEHHOTO 06LecTBa. AKTyaIbHOCTb UC-
CneflOBaHWS onpenensieTcs COBPEMEHHbIM 3aNpoCcoM Ha perynsuuio U KOHTPO/b Pe4eBOro NoBeAeHus
B Ny6/M4HON chepe B paMKax KOHCTPYKTUBHOM KPUTUKK. B cTaTbe peanusyoTcsa Takue nccienoBatenb-
CKMe 3a4a4u — ONMUCaTb S3bIKOBYH CYLLHOCTb KYNbTYpbl OTMEHbI M 0XapaKTepn30BaTb NOCNEAHIO KaK
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fB/IeHME, CBOMCTBEHHOE KOMMYHUKATUBHOMY NOBEAEHUIO NPELCTaBUTENEN TMHTBOKYIbTYPHOM 06LLHOCTY.
JIMHTBUCTUYECKMIT METOA AMCKYPC aHANU3A MCMONb3YETCS KaK OCHOBHOM MHCTPYMEHT aHann3a TeKCTOB
C GYHKUMOHMPYIOLWMMU BapMaHTaMM NEKCUYECKUX eLUHMUL, PENPE3EHTUPYIOWMUX LENCTBUE OTMEHDI, YTO
NO3BOJSET BbIIBUTb 0COBEHHOCTUM KOMMYHUKATMBHO-OLEHOYHOM AEATENLHOCTM roBopslwmx. Kak pesynb-
TaT, IOKaNM30BaHbl HOBbIE A3bIKOBblE GAKTbl B CUCTEME IMHIBUCTUYECKMX KOOPAMHAT M ONpeneneH Bo3-
MOXHbI BEKTOP UCCNEef0BaHUS arpecCMBHON KOMMYHMKALMK B KaTeropum s3bik-cpena, 4To no3sonser
pacwupuTb 061acTb HAYYHOTO OCMbIC/IEHUS COBPEMEHHOM peyeBoii cpelibl. ABTOP MPUXOAMUT K BbIBOAY
0 TOM, YTO Ky/IbTypa OTMEHbI Kak HOBas AMCKYPCMBHAS MPaKTUKA MMEET TEMATUYECKYH U CEMUOTUYECKYIO
[OMUHAHTY B BUAE LECTPYKTUBHOWM KPUTUKM W CTABUT CIEAYHOLLYHO MCCNEeA0BaTENbCKYH 3aady — U3YUUTb
HOBYI LMCKYPCUBHYI MPAKTUKY MO BbISIBIEHHbIM aTTPAKTOPaM KPUTUKM U arpecCMBHOW KOMMYHUKALUW.
Kntoueevie cnoea: kynbTypa OTMEHbI; AUCKYPCUBHAS NPAKTUKA; arpeccMBHasi KOMMYHMUKALMUS; MEAUATEKCTbI;
A3bIK M CPefa; KpUTUKA; aTTPaKTopbl

Ans yumuposarus: CemernoBa 0.®. KynbTypa oTMeHbI — peyeBas peanbHOCTb COBPEMEHHOIO 06uecTBa. Review
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1. Introduction

Cancel culture or cancelling as a form of ag-
gressive communication has become the re-
ality of modern society. Being a new form of
discourse practice, cancel culture is able to
influence a person’s behavior, his/her way of
thinking, and actions. Discourse is defined as
the use of language to communicate in speech
or writing, or an example of this.! By attract-
ing public attention to the existing problem,
this practice calls to account the subject,
whether it is an individual, a group, an organi-
zation and even a country that is directly the
cause of the discussion. We are going to con-
sider the status of the “cancel culture” phe-
nomenon in the modern communicative envi-
ronment.

Speech behavior, which in our work we define
as a new discourse practice, can be of certain
interest to scientists of various fields: politi-
cal linguistics [1], political science [2], cultural
studies [3, 4], linguoculturology [5], linguo-
argumentology [6]. There are certain scientific
works of foreign researchers studying cancel
culture as a crucial problem of modern society
[9-13].

2. Methods and materials
Considering cancel culture as the speech be-
havior of modern society, it is proposed to
look at this phenomenon as a linguistic ob-
ject characterized and functioning in a special
way.

! Cambridge online dictionary. URL: https://dictionary.cam-
bridge.org/dictionary/english/discourse

Using the linguistic method of discourse
analysis makes it possible to describe language
characteristics of the cancel culture at differ-
ent levels.

The empirical material of the study is pre-
sented by publications in electronic versions
of leading publishing houses: “Arguments and
Facts,” “Guardian,” and “New Retail” for 2019-
2022.

3. Discussion

Currently, we are all witnessing the function-
ing cancel culture — a new speech practice of
society that has become so obvious that there
is a need to study it from a linguistic point of
view. This practice is a sign of the post-glo-
balization processes taking place now. It could
be called the spirit of the time.

It has been noted that the phenomenon is as-
sociated with the confrontation and has a great
influence on the formation of values in society.
At the same time, work on the analysis of the
cancellation impact on the language system and
communicative practice is still isolated.

Here are several definitions of cancel culture
given from various sources. For example, accord-
ing to the Cambridge dictionary, cancel culture/
cancelling is “a way of behaving in a society or
group, especially in social media, when there is
a complete rejection and withdrawal of support
for someone who has said or done something
hurtful”.2

According to the online English dictionary,
cancel culture is “a phenomenon or practice of

? Cambridge Dictionary. URL: https://dictionary.cambridge.org
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publicly rejecting, boycotting, refusing to sup-
port certain people or groups because of their
unacceptable views, statements or actions”.?

Collins’ English Dictionary gives the follow-
ing definition “cancel culture is, in particular, a
culture of social media communication in which
people cease to support a person by being in-
stigated by someone criticizing that person”.*

In Russian dictionaries, there is no concept
of cancel culture, but you can find terms in-
terpreted closely or synonymously with the
phenomenon.

Ostracism — 1. (In ancient Greece) — the ex-
pulsion of a citizen from the borders of the state;
the decision on this was made by voting with
shards (ostracos is a shard in Greek). 2) Exile,
persecution, rejection.’

Boycott — 1. Complete or partial termination
of a relationship with someone. in disagreement
with something, protest against something.®
2. Termination of the relationship with someone
in protest of someone’s name, behavior, act...”
3. The form of political and economic struggle
implies the complete or partial termination
of relations with an individual, organization,
enterprise, for example. Refusal to hire, buy
products of this enterprise...8

Taking into account the definitions proposed
in the dictionaries, directly or indirectly related
to the cancel culture as the phenomenon, as
well as, taking into account the environment
of its functioning, we consider it possible to
identify the cancel culture as a type of aggres-
sive communication. In this regard, we adapt
the definition of aggressive communication
proposed by L. M. Goncharova and character-
ize the cancel culture as “offensive, active
communication that attracts the attention of
the audience, <... > activating the audience,
emotionally forcing to take sides one of the
opponents, empathize with events, actively
including in them” [7, p. 306].

® Online Dictionary. URL: https://www.dictionary.com

4 Collins Online Dictionary. URL: https://www.collinsdiction-
ary.com

5 Dictionary of Political terms. URL: https://www.dictionary/
political-terms/fc/slovar-206.htm#zag-498

¢ Large explanatory dictionary. URL: https://gramota.ru/slo-
vari/dic

7 Ozhegov Dictionary. URL: https://slovarozhegova.ru

8 Encyclopedic Dictionary. URL: https://www.vedu.ru/
bigencdic/

The cancel culture functions quite actively
thanks to the media and the Internet in vari-
ous areas of modern speech — political and
business communication, in professional and
everyday life. In other words, the environ-
ment for the functioning of the cancel culture
is a media discourse that most clearly reflects
socio-political sentiments in society and has a
direct impact on the formation of public opin-
ion [2].

4. Results
This section presents cancel culture in the
linguistic coordinate system. The coordi-
nates we define are discourse, argumentation
and criticism, and the Internet environment
(Fig. I).

Discourse. N. Barebina described modeling
of the category of rationality of criticism in the
cancel culture: “We are dealing with a new dis-
course practice integrated into different types of
discourses, capable of changing the conditions
of social reality and influencing it.” In different
types of discourses, you can see communication
formats that are varieties of discussions. In the
culture of cancellation, the scientist points out,
there is a discussion and criticism in one form or
another [6, p. 54].

Significant is the fact that for the Russian
speech activity, lexemes such as cancellation,
prohibition, refusal present a semantic inno-
vation. However, for the English language, this
concept is not new; it appeared long before the
political events that contributed to the spread
of the corresponding culture. This is expressed
by lexemes: called for the cancellations, to be
banned, it would halt, were also suspended.

Here, we can discuss a number of examples
in which this new discursive practice of the
cancel culture functions. Firstly, the tradition-
ally dominant topos is the threat and demand
for punishment:

State broadcasters from countries including
Iceland, Finland, Norway and the Netherlands had
called for Russia to be banned from the contest,
which takes place in Turin in May <...> The Rot-
terdam Philharmonic also threatened to cancel
its longstanding annual Gergiev festival this year,
Switzerland’s Verbier festival has asked Gergiev
to resign his position as music director of the
Verbier Festival Orchestra, and in New York, he
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was replaced for performances with the Vienna
Philharmonic at Carnegie Hall.’

The very knowledge of the phenomenon of “can-

cel culture” in relation to brands (public criticism
or refusal to buy for the purpose of “punishment”)
is growing. If in 2021 only 7% of Russians knew
about it, then in 2022 this figure doubled. Despite
the fact that knowledge of the phenomenon of
“cancellation” is growing, including due to the de-
parture of foreign companies, fewer people believe
in its effectiveness: if in 2021 it was considered
effective 67%, then in 2022 only 40% of buyers.
They do not believe in efficiency — less is used in
practice: in 2022, only 27% “vote with the ruble”
(instead of 35% in 2021). Is the cancel culture no
longer threatening us?'°

Secondly, the punishment, as a rule, is quite
real:

This is the story of the two New York Times re-
porters, Megan Twohey and Jodi Kantor, and their
battle to write the story about the now disgraced
and imprisoned movie producer Harvey Weinstein
and his decades-long practice of intimidation, har-
assment and rape of young female actors and junior
staff, hushing them up with threats and NDA payoffs,
enabled by a vast male superstructure of silence.!

Thirdly, the theme of coercion and inevitabil-
ity is being exploited:

This year, the whole world faced the imposi-
tion of the phenomenon of the abolition of Rus-
sian culture, when the world’s leading theaters
refused classical productions of Russian classics,
and universities excluded the works of Dostoevsky,
Bunin and Tolstoy from the program.'?

Criticism and argumentation. The analysis
of contexts with functioning variants of lexi-
cal units representing the cancellation action
revealed the following features of the commu-
nication and evaluation activities of speakers.
There are always two attractors of such interac-

® Khomami N. The show can’t go on: Russian arts cancelled
worldwide. Guardian. 2022. Tue Mar. URL: https://www.the-
guardian.com/world/2022/mar/01/the-show-cant-go-onrus-
sian-arts-cancelled-worldwide

10 New Retail. 2022.1117 URL: https://new-retail.ru/novosti/
retail/kazhdyy tretiy_rossiyanin_poteryal_doverie_k_bre ndam/
1 Bradshaw P. She Said review — breaking the male silence
around Harvey Weinstein. Guardian. 2022. Thu 24 Nov. URL:
https://www.theguardian.com/film/2022/nov/24/she-said-
reviewbreaking-the-male-silence-around-harvey-weinstein)

12 Verevkina E. Arguments and Facts. 2022. 26.12. URL: https://
aif.ru/event/arhiv/poety _donbassa v literaturnoy gostinoy_
aif)

Discourse

Internet
environment

Criticism and
argumentation

Fig. 1. Linguistic coordinate system in cancel culture
analysis

Source: Compiled by the author.

tion — the subject and the object of cancellation.
In this case, the subject of cancellation has some
moral right to criticize. It can be illustrated by
the following example.

More and more calls are being made for the
arrangement of international tribunals of some
countries (“righteous”) over others (“sinful”). At-
tempts are being made to involve the UN and UN-
ESCO in the confrontation. The latter is shamefully
silent about the “abolition” of Russian culture
in the West, the demolition and desecration of
monuments to its representatives in Bulgaria, the
Baltic states and Ukraine.'

Criticism as a negative interpretation of ac-
tion is illustrated in the following example:

“The ease with which the” cancel culture “is prac-
ticed against entire peoples (Russians, Chinese,
Venezuelans, Iranians...) has created a breeding
ground for the growth of anti-Semitism,” she wrote
to Telegram. An important role in this was played by
double standards, “which did not leave a single axiom
or dogma untouched and perverted everything”.'*

It is noteworthy that the “righteous” parties
have the argument of their criticism. Here’s
how the song contest leader explains his tough
decision:

13 Arguments and Facts14 December 2022. URL: https://aif.ru/
politics/opinion/v_poiskah_utrachennogo_razuma_poutihnet_
li_ohvativshee mir _protivostoyanie

14 Zakharova called the main reason for antisemitism in US.
URL: https://aif.ru/society/mo_rf vsu prodolzhayut obstrely
nesmotrya_na_prekrashchenie_ognya_so_storony vs
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Speaking to Abba’s Bjorn Ulvaeus on BBC Ra-
dio 4’s Today programme, for which the Swedish
songwriter was acting as guest editor, Eurovision’s
executive supervisor, Martin Osterdahl, was asked if
the decision to exclude Russia had been hard to make.
He said: “It was, and it still is. How Europe feels very
much affects the contest. “It is also that when you
look back in time, you see that the Eurovision song
contest is like a logbook of what has happened in Eu-
rope, what the trends have been in Europe. “But, also,
what is the kind of mood and sentiment of Europe,
and what is the social context of Europe at the time.
When we say we are not political, what we always
should stand up for are the basic and ultimate values
of democracy. Everyone is right to be who they are”.'s

This example also demonstrates an actional
thesis: We must always uphold the basic and high-
est values of democracy. Speech Everyone has the
right to be who he is as an argument. An implicit
thesis is also analytically revealed. If Russia
is not excluded, the competition will be spoiled.
Argument: No one would like to see that entry in
Eurovision’s on-board magazine.

The special interest should be in the situa-
tion of how the cancelled feel themselves. So,
the examples show that the object understands
well what is happening:

Every fourth Russian feels “cancelled” due to
the departure of foreign brands. And about 30%
are ready to refuse, and 10% have already aban-
doned the services or products of foreign compa-
nies that left.'®

15 Grierson J. Eurovision chief says Russia ban stands for ‘ul-
timate values of democracy’. Guardian. 2022. Fri 30 Dec. URL:
https://www.theguardian.com/tv-and-radio/2022/dec/30/euro-
visionchief-russia-ban-stands-for-ultimate-values-democracy
16 New Retail. November 2022. URL: https://newretail.ru/novosti/
retail/kazhdyy tretiy rossiyanin poteryal doverie k bre ndam/

Internet environment. It should be noted
that the phenomenon of cancel culture is no-
ticeably gaining strength in Russian society,
thanks to the possibilities of digital space. Our
observations suggest that the phenomenon of
withdrawal in everyday mode is most widely
discussed in the media and social media. Digi-
talization and accessibility of the Internet en-
vironment made it possible to speak freely on
any topic under discussion.

5. Conclusion

The relevance of studying this phenomenon
is explained by the increasing implementa-
tion of various forms of aggressive communi-
cation and the search for effective means of
protection against it. A feature of this phe-
nomenon is the fact that speech actions can
only partly be attributed to conflict commu-
nication, while speech behavior itself forms a
new ethics that imperceptibly penetrates into
the country’s linguistic and cultural commu-
nity. There is no doubt that discussion is the
most effective way to scrutinize arguable top-
ics, analyze difficult situations, resolve dis-
putes and conflicts. A distinctive feature of
such communicative interaction is construc-
tive criticism, which results in decisions that
are mutually acceptable to the participants
in the discussion. The phenomenon of can-
cel culture is a demonstration of “language
power”.

According to A. Kravchenko, language is a
part of the world in which we not only exist,
but which we literally create by the power of
our “Logos”, which gives reason to think about
what language is and “what it does with us and
for us” [8, p. 17].
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