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ABSTRACT
The authors consider the integration of the concept of sustainability in the member countries of the
Organization of the Black Sea Economic Cooperation (BSEC). The concept of sustainable development is
viewed through the prism of economic, social and environmental approaches. The subject of the study is
the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) in the BSEC countries. The purpose of the research is to study
the integration of the goals and indicators of sustainable development in the national policies of the BSEC
countries. The relevance lies in the international community's growing attention to forming a vector for
balanced socio-economic development, taking into account current social, demographic and environmental
factors. The scientific novelty lies in the analysis of the advancement of the concept of sustainable
development in the BSEC countries, as well as the level of integration of the SDGs in the national policies of
states. As part of the study, the authors used the methods of institutional analysis, system analysis, analysis
of statistical data and official documents. Based on the results of the analysis, it was revealed that despite
the high level of integration of the SDGs within the framework of the BSEC, not all goals and indicators of
sustainable development formed by the United Nations (UN) are tracked in countries. The authors concluded
that the national characteristics of the economy, the social sphere and the environmental situation push
states to adapt individual indicators to national specifics.
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OPUTUHANBHAA CTATbA

HaunoHanbHada NoOIMTUKaA CTpaH YHepHOMOPCKOro
permoHa B OTHOLUEHUN YCTONYMBOIo pa3BuUTUS

M. B. Ctpoes, A. V. AyaHuvk, E.C. KoHnwes
®unHaHcoBbIV yHMBepcuteT, MockBsa, Poccus
AHHOTALMWA

ABTOpbI paccMaTpuBalT MHTErPALUI0 KOHLEMLUN YCTONUMBOCTA B CTpaHax - 4neHax OpraHmsauum 4yepHoMop-
CKOro 3KOHOMMYeCcKoro coTpygHudectsa (OY3C). KoHuenumsa ycTonunmBoro pasBuTtusl paccmarpuBaeTcs vepes
NpPM3My 3KOHOMWYECKOr0, COLMAaNbLHOro M 3K0JI0MMYEeCcKOoro noaxonos. NpegmeTom MccnefoBaHus ABASAIOTCA
uenm yctoiiumsoro passutusa (LUYP) B cTpaHax OUY3C. Llenb nccnefosaHnsa - nccnefoBaHMe UHTErpypoBaHHOCTU
Lenein n nokasareneli yCTOMUYMBOro pasBUTMA B HaUWOHasIbHOW NonuTuke ctpaH OY3C. AKTyaslbHOCTb 3aK/4a-
eTCca B pacTyleM BHUMaHUM MexXxayHapogHoro coobuiectBa K (hopMMpPOBaHMIO BEKTOpa Ha cbanaHCcMpoBaHHoe
COLMasIbHO-3KOHOMMYECKOE Pa3BUTHE C YY4EeTOM aKTyaslbHbIX COLMasbHbIX, AeMorpafuyecknx 1 aKom0rnyeckmnx
(hakTopoB. Hay4Has HOBM3Ha COCTOUT B aHa/IM3e pa3BUTUSA KOHLEMLMU YCTOMUYMBOrO pasBuTusa B cTpaHax OY3C,
a TaKke ypoBHA MHTerpaumu LIYP B HaumoHanbHOW MONUTUKE rocygapcts. B pamkax uccnepfoBaHus aBTopamu
MCNoNb30BasiMCb METOAblI NHCTUTYLMOHA/IbHOTO aHann3a, CUCTEMHOr0 aHasnm3a, aHasim3a CTaTUCTUYECKMX AaH-
HbIX U ohnLMaNIbHBIX JOKYMEHTOB. 0 pe3ynbTatam MpoBefeHHOro aHanm3a 6bl/10 BbISIBMIEHO, YTO HECMOTPS Ha
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BbICOKMIA ypOBEHb MHTerpmposaHHocTn LLYP B pamkax OYEC, He Bce Lenu 1 nokasarenu yCTOM4MBOro pasBuTus,
hopmumpyembie OpraHusauymein O6veamHeHHbIX Haymin (OOH), oTcnexuBarTcs B CTpaHax. ABTopamMu caenaH
BbIBOZ, O TOM, YTO HaUMOHa/lbHble 0COOEHHOCTU 3KOHOMWKU, COLUA/IbHON cdepbl U 3KOMOrMYEeCcKol cutyaumnm
NoATa/IKMBAKT rocyAapcTsa K ajanTtauuu oTAeNbHbIX MoKasaTesieil K HaLMOHaIbHOM cneundmke.

KritoueBble cnoBa: ycToinumMBoe pas3sutie; YepHOMOPCKUIA PervoH; coLnaibHO-3KOHOMUYECKOe pPa3BUTUE; MEX-
pernoHanbHoe COTPYAHMYECTBO; HaLMOHabHas MOAUTUKA; MOHUTOPUHT

Ana umTuposaHua: Ctpoes M. B., AyaHnk A. W., KoHuwes E.C. HaunoHanbHasa nonuTtmka ctpaH YepHOMOPCKOro
pervoHa B OTHOLWEHNN yCcToNYMBOro passutus. Review ofBusiness and Economics Studies. 2022;10(4):6-23. DOI:

10.26794/2308-944X-2022-10-4-6-23

Introduction

The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development
was launched in 2015 to end poverty and set
the world on a path of peace, prosperity and
opportunity for all on a healthy planet. Achiev-
ing Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) re-
quires a transformation of the financial, eco-
nomic and political systems that govern our
societies today to guarantee the human rights
of all. The UN Department of Economic and So-
cial Affairs (DESA) prepares every year a “Sus-
tainable Development Goals Report”, which
depicts the overall progress made by the UN
member-states in the achievement of the 17
SDGs.1

A mix of data sources is used to assess each
country’s progress in the implementation of the
Sustainable Development Goals. Five criteria are
used to determine suitable metrics for inclusion
in the report:

1 Global relevance and applicability to a broad
range of country settings (indicators must be
internationally comparable).

2. Statistical adequacy (indicators need to
represent valid and reliable measures).

3. Timeliness (indicators should be up to date).

4. Data quality (national statistical offices,
international organizations, reputable sources).

5. Coverage (must be available for at least
80% of the UN member states with a national
population greater than 1 million).

The 2030 Agenda encourages member states to
conduct regular and inclusive reviews of progress
at the national and sub-national levels, which
could be published for the general public in the
form of Voluntary National Reviews (VNR). Nowa-
days, each member state of the Black Sea region

1 The Sustainable Development Goals Report 2020, United Na-
tions, 2020. URL: https://unstats.un.org/sdgs/report/2020/

has a focal point responsible for its VNRs which
are expected to serve as a basis for the regular
reviews by the High-Level Political Forum (HLPF).

Baseline study

Albania

The Albanian government has affirmed its full
commitment to Agenda 2030. The coordina-
tion and leadership of the process is provided
by the Inter-Ministerial Committee on the
SDGs, chaired by the deputy prime minister of
Albania and comprising key government insti-
tutions, as well as other stakeholders from the
business community, civil society, academia
and international organizations, including the
technical support provided by the Department
of Development and Good Governance in the
Prime Minister’s Office, the SDG Inter-Ministe-
rial Technical Working Group and the contribu-
tion of the United Nations (UN) agencies in the
country through their direct support, and the
accelerators from the MAPS (mainstreaming,
acceleration and policy support) mission. Al-
bania’s Parliament has unanimously approved
a resolution confirming the country’s com-
mitment to Agenda 2030, as it plays an impor-
tant role in monitoring the achievement of the
SDGs.

To support the implementation of Agenda
2030, Albania has prepared aVNR,2which in-
dicates that 140 SDG targets (83%) are directly
tied to specific components of the National
Strategy for Development and Integration and
NSDI 2015-2020 pillars. The linkages between
Albania’s policy goals and the SDG targets in
the national strategies and policy documents
depict 134 SDG targets (79%) linked to the spe-

2Voluntary National Review, Albania, 2018. URL: https://sustain-
abledevelopment.un.org/content/documents/20257ALBANIA _
VNR_2018_FINAL2.pdf


https://unstats.un.org/sdgs/report/2020/
https://sustain-abledevelopment.un.org/content/documents/20257ALBANIA_
https://sustain-abledevelopment.un.org/content/documents/20257ALBANIA_

Review of Business and Economics Studies

cific objectives of the national strategic policy
framework. This framework is mostly harmonised
with the SDG targets in Goal 3: Good health and
well-being, Goal 7: Affordable and clean energy,
Goal 8: Good jobs and economic growth, and
Goal 9: Industry, innovation and infrastructure,
while the least harmonisation is with Goal 14:
Life below water [1].

The Albanian Institute of Statistics (INSTAT) is
the coordinator of the National Statistical System
composed of INSTAT, the Bank of Albania and
the Ministry of Finance and Economy.

INSTAT is a member of the Inter-Institutional
Working Group established in 2017 with repre-
sentatives from ministries and led by the Prime
Minister’s Office. It began work on the SDGs
with an approach of aligning the process with
the European Union (EU) integration of Albania.
The institute volunteered to prepare a statisti-
cal annex, which contains a set of 30 indicators,
monitoring Albania’s progress towards the SDGs
as part of the first attempt to gain an overall SDG
picture for the country. The annex has been cir-
culated and discussed with the Inter-Institutional
Working Group for comments, presented to Civil
Society, and made available for public consulta-
tion as a part of the VNR for Albania.

Selection criteria
The SDG indicators are selected based on the
following criteria:

e Utilize indicators that are relevant for Al-
bania, starting with those already available in
the country or at Eurostat.

e Indicators should be independent of each
other.

e Indicators should be as close as possible
to those on the list proposed by the UN Statis-
tical Commission (UNSC) to monitor progress
towards the SDGs.

e Each indicator should have a clear and
guantified target, whenever possible related to
a strategic document of the country.

e Each indicator should follow the criteria of
statistical quality approved by the UNSC.

e Wherever possible, preference should be
given to indicators that can be disaggregated
by sex, age, income and education level (as re-
guested by UNSC).

e Wherever possible, a comparison should
be possible with the European level.
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e Wherever possible, preference should be
given to indicators that can be disaggregated
by region at a later stage.

Armenia
Armenia is a landlocked country with a popula-
tion of 3 million and a gross domestic product
(GDP) per capita $ 3,872 in 2017. It is bordered
by Azerbaijan, Georgia, Iran, and Turkey.

Armenia started a participatory process of SDG
nationalization and implementation in 2015 by
forming a Post-2015 Task Force in collaboration
with stakeholders and the international community.

Armenia, in 2018, the date of publication of
the VNR,3was in the process of designing Arme-
nia Development Strategy (ADS), an overarching
strategy document that will benefit from the SDG
framework, which provides a comprehensive set of
targets and indicators necessary for effective plan-
ning and monitoring of development objectives.
In this context, the VNR in Armenia was under-
taken as a natural and necessary effort and step
for pursuing the sustainable development agenda.

The VNR was a good chance for the govern-
ment to assess work done in the scope of the
SDGs and shape opportunities for innovative
and impactful solutions towards achieving the
vision of “New Armenia”.

As indicated, Armenia has had mixed results
in implementing the SDGs.

In many areas, Armenia has made good pro-
gress towards achieving SDG targets such as:

(i) health protection in terms of child and
maternal health;

(i) access to safe and reliable water supply in
urban and rural areas;

(iii) improved sanitation in urban areas;

(iv) universal access to reliable energy;

(v) promotion of renewable energy;

(vi) environmental protection, in terms of
enlargement of protected areas and biodiversity.

Nevertheless, there are areas where Armenia
has shown slow or mixed progress. These include,
particularly:

(i) poverty, i.e., despite ending extreme pov-
erty;

(i) education, due to the high dropout rate
from high school,
3Voluntary National Review, Armenia, 2018. URL: https://sus-
tainabledevelopment.un.org/content/documents/19586Armenia_

VNR_2018.pdf
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(iii) gender equality;

(iv) inefficient use of water;

(v) environment, due to deforestation risks,
land degradation;

(vi) low access to sanitation in rural areas;

(vii) inefficiencies in governance;

(viii) lack of sustainable consumption and
production (SCP) practices.

The VNR helped also highlight the fact that
there is still a number of key areas and SDG tar-
gets/indicators that are lacking effective moni-
toring and/or control. These are particularly the
indicators related to community-level actions
or data, and to private businesses’ performance
or practices. Certainly, these are areas requiring
multiplied government efforts to bring positive
changes.

Not surprisingly, the data effort was one of
the main challenging exercises. The data effort
included compiling and analyzing accurate sex,
age and diversity-disaggregated data from vari-
ous sources, including:

* national official statistics;

e sector-specific data and information from
ministries and other authorities;

e data from sector-specific strategy docu-
ments which involved specific performance in-
dicators;

e information from businesses and other
stakeholders through meetings and discus-
sions: this was important, especially for obtain-
ing not only quantitative but also qualitative
information, which is often necessary for better
understanding of underlying issues.

e data from relevant specialized interna-
tional organizations, particularly the World
Bank; various agencies and organizations and
data sources of the United Nations (such as the
Food and Agriculture Organization Corporate
Statistical Database (FAO STAT), FAO's Global
Information System on Water and Agriculture
(FAO AOUASTAT), United Nations Economic
Commission for Europe (UNECE), Internation-
al Fund for Agricultural Development (IFAD),
United Nations Entity for Gender Equality
and the Empowerment of Women (UNWOM-
EN), United Nations Environment Programme
(UNEP) database, United Nations Framework
Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC), In-
ternational Labour Organization (ILO), Interna-
tional Organization for Migration (IOM), World

Health Organization (WHO), United Nations
High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR),
United Nations International Children’s Emer-
gency Fund (UNICEF), Organisation for Eco-
nomic Co-operation and Development (OECD),
European Institute of Gender Equality (EIGE),
etc.).

Crucial support and an effective solution to
the data challenge was the establishment of the
National SDG Statistical Platform in Armenia,
with a structure and content based on SDG tar-
gets and indicators.

The Platform was developed by the Statistical
Committee of Armenia (SCA) with the support
of the UN Population Fund (UNFPA) Armenia
Country Office. It is maintained by the SCA in
close cooperation with relevant state agencies,
civil society organizations and the private sector.
It conforms with the UN Fundamental Principles
of Official Statistics.

Efforts were also dedicated to improving sec-
torial data, for example, related to migration and
development [2]. This way, priorities of Armenia
on Migration and Development (M&D) were
identified via broad-based discussions among
governmental, civic and international stake-
holders. Methodology for data collection was
developed and discussions were initiated by State
Migration Service, SCA and Prime Minister’s
Office. UNICEF and United Nations Develop-
ment Programme (UNDP) jointly with the SCA
have supported the development of child-related
SDG baseline indicators (both international and
nationalized) with appropriate levels of disag-
gregation. The dataset identifies gaps in data on
children and identifies ways of data collection to
make up for these gaps (both through survey and
administrative data), thus creating a monitoring
system for child rights in the context of SDGs.

Azerbaijan

The Government of Azerbaijan, through its
published VNR in 2019,4is committed to taking
lessons learned into account for the planned
next phases of SDG localization as well as im-
plementation at large. Azerbaijan called upon
the international community to support these
efforts through direct SDG funding mecha-

4Voluntary National Review, Azerbaijan, 2019. URL:
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/content/
documents/23411AZERBAIJAN_VNR_Report.pdf
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nisms, sharing best international practices,
building effective partnerships, addressing
challenges, developing capacities and plat-
forms of significant importance for the Repub-
lic of Azerbaijan in order to achieve the SDGs
by 2030.

The VNR highlighted progress concerning:

e the enabling environment, including na-
tional ownership of SDGs;

e participation and awareness raising;

e nationalization of global SDGs and prior-
itizing relevant targets and indicators thereof;

e mainstreaming of SDGs into the national
development agenda;

e integration of three dimensions of sus-
tainable development;

e “Leaving no one behind” principle;

e institutional mechanisms;

e structural issues and implementation
tools and resources.

In the frame of the VNR, Azerbaijan nation-
alized SDGs and prioritized 17 SDG goals, 88
targets and 119 indicators based on joint work
with public institutions as well as a series of con-
sultations with the civil society, business com-
munity, youth and international organizations.

The preparation of the VNR was led by the
Ministry of Economy (MoE) of the Republic of
Azerbaijan, which also serves as the secretariat
ofthe National Coordination Council on Sustain-
able Development (NCCSD) (Fig. 1). The review
was conducted in close collaboration with NC-
CSD SDG Working Groups composed of techni-
cal experts and representatives of various state
institutions, as well as academia, civil society
organizations, the private sector, youth organi-
zations, international partners and think tanks.

Also, four thematic Working Groups were es-
tablished under the umbrella of the National Co-
ordination Council for Sustainable Development
(NCCSD) and have formed a collective approach
to not only holding extensive discussions on
SDGs but also ensuring the alignment of the state
socioeconomic programs and strategies with the
SDGs. These four SDG Working Groups: (i) social,
(if) economic, (iii) environment, and (iv) moni-
toring, are also responsible for providing policy
advice to decision makers to better mainstream,
implement, monitor and report on the progress
made on SDGs. Azerbaijan also identified SDG
accelerators with the assistance of the United
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Fig. 1 Interaction towards achieving the SDGs

Source: compiled by the authors.

Nations Mainstreaming, Acceleration and Policy
Support (MAPS) mission led by UNDP.

On February 14, 2018, a broad consultation
workshop was conducted on the nationaliza-
tion of SDGs with the participation of the UNDP
Regional Bureau for Europe and the Common-
wealth of Independent States, the UNDP office in
Azerbaijan, the Ministry of Economy, the heads
ofthe UN specialized agencies’ country offices in
Azerbaijan, as well as the head and representa-
tives of the working groups on SDGs [3].

In addition, a letter of agreement was signed
between the FAO and the Centre for Development
Research ofthe University of Natural Resources
and Life Sciences, Vienna (BOKU) for the imple-
mentation of the project “Supporting capacity
development in implementing Sustainable Devel-
opment Goals in Azerbaijan” in December 2017
as part of the FAQ’s support to the Government
of Azerbaijan for implementation of the SDGs.

Other players identified through the VNR are
the IDEA Public Union, the UNICEF Office in
Azerbaijan and the State Statistics Committee
(SSC) ofthe Republic of Azerbaijan.

It is worth noting that in the frame ofthe VNR,
there is a call for establishing a UN Database of
National SDG Focal Points to facilitate direct
contact and dialogue at a national, regional and
global level. The launch of this database was
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planned for the” 2019 high-level political forum”,
where countries would be presenting VNRs.

Bulgaria

The VNR published in 2020,5analyzes and iden-
tifies the areas of progress and challenges and
proposes possible solutions for all 17 Goals,
taking into account economic, social and envi-
ronmental indicators of particular importance
to Bulgaria.

Based on the VNR, the country has to find
strong competitive advantages in order to pro-
mote sustainable economic growth and, at the
same time, prevent leaving behind certain social
groups. In order to make progress by 2030, a bal-
ance, integration and synergy are sought between
a high value-added economy, a circular economy
and a social/solidarity economy, as well as the
appropriate integration of the three dimensions
of sustainable development in Bulgaria.

The VNR outlines the progress on the most
important indicators related to poverty and in-
equality reduction, as well as the care for the
most vulnerable in the fields of education, health
and social protection. It also presents various
examples that in Bulgaria, all stakeholders who
have declared the UN SDGs as their commitment
are working to achieve them at the local, national,
regional and global levels.

The focus will be on public policies on educa-
tion, poverty, integrated regional development,
better management of the agricultural sector
and natural resources, enhancing the competi-
tiveness of the economy and strengthening the
institutional environment, energy security and
better transport connectivity [4, 5]. The priori-
ties formulated within this period are related
to the potential for economic growth and the
necessity for the effective functioning of public
sector safeguards in terms of social inclusion
and combating poverty.

The three main strategic goals are: accelerated
economic development, demographic upswing
and reduction of inequalities. The National De-
velopment Programme BULGARIA 2030 outlines
13 national priorities in five development areas
(axes). Their implementation will contribute
to the achievement of the UN SDGs. The Re-

5 Voluntary National Review, Bulgaria, 2020. URL: https://sustaina-
bledevelopment.un.org/content/documents/26290VNR_2020_Bul-
garia_Report.pdf

view also outlines the relation between some
of the key priorities set out in the Government’s
Programme for the Republic of Bulgaria for the
period 2017-2021 and the UN SDGs.

For the purpose of tracking and reviewing
individual Goals, the VNR uses data from the
National Statistical Institute and statistical bod-
ies, other public institutions and agencies (Social
Assistance Agency, Agency for Persons with Dis-
abilities, etc.), international organizations and
agencies, as well as by informal surveys of young
people, business and the private sector. The VNR
uses the statistical information available as of
January 31, 2020.

It is worth noting that the National Statistical
Institute launched Monitorstat —a web-based
platform for tracking SDG progress, containing
all indicators of the Eurostat SDG framework
and multiple indicators from the global SDG
framework.

Moreover, for the purpose of the VNR, the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Bul-
garia has taken action to collect relevant informa-
tion from governmental institutions and other
stakeholders on policies and activities related
to the implementation of the UN SDGs, as well
as on individual indicators. Also, a wide range
of stakeholders was consulted: an online survey
of non-governmental organizations through the
database of the Bulgarian Non-Governmental
Organisations (NGO’s) Information Portal; focus
groups with business representatives; individual
interviews with trade union representatives. The
VNR also contains the results of an online survey
of Bulgarian Youth Delegates to the UN.

Georgia
In 2020 Georgia published the 2nd VNR60n the
implementation of SDGs and expressed com-
mitment to further advance the 2030 Agenda.
The SDGs are of utmost importance for Geor-
gia as they are for the people worldwide. The
Government of Georgia has adopted a National
Document on the Implementation of the SDGs
outlining targets and milestones for each of the
17 Goals. Furthermore, the country managed to
strongly embed Agenda 2030 goals, targets, and
indicators into the national policy planning sys-

6Voluntary National Review, Georgia, 2020. URL: https://sustain-

abledevelopment.un.org/content/documents/26390VNR_2020_
Georgia_Report.pdf
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tem as well as to ensure that the government’s
policies and priorities are designed to fulfill the
core pledge —“to leave no one behind”.

Over the past years, Georgia has made sig-
nificant socio-economic progress. As a result,
Georgia has been elevated from lower-middle
to upper-middle income countries by the World
Bank classification. Despite regional economic
shocks, the country managed to sustain stable
economic development with an average annual
GDP growth rate of 5% during the last three years.

Georgia pays special attention to the increas-
ing quality and accessibility of education, health-
care and social services, which are the key com-
ponents for achieving sustainable development
and improving the well-being of citizens [6]. Edu-
cation is one of the key priorities, and the coun-
try has made significant progress in reforming
general education and developing demand-based
higher and professional education to reduce the
existing skills-mismatch problem in the labor
market. To improve health and well-being of the
citizens, the ground-breaking Universal Health
Care (UNC) program was introduced, enabling
full access to healthcare services for each citizen.
The Government of Georgia attaches the highest
importance to building strong, transparent, and
accountable state institutions —the foundation
and pre-requisite for sustainable development.

Despite all this progress, it is well recognized
that there are still social, economic, environmen-
tal, and institutional challenges, and effort is
needed to find the best possible solutions based
on evidence and analysis.

The key coordination body for implement-
ing the national SDG targets is the Sustainable
Development Goals Inter-Agency Council (SDG
Council), chaired by the Head of the Administra-
tion of the Government of Georgia. Since 2015,
the Administration of Government of Georgia
has led the nationalization and coordination
process of the SDGs. The Council has four the-
matic working groups:

e Social Inclusion;

e Economic Development;

e Sustainable Energy and Environmental
Protection;

e Democratic Governance.

The Council engages stakeholders from the
public, civil, international, academic and pri-
vate sectors in its working groups. The Policy
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Planning Unit of the Policy Planning and Coor-
dination Department at the Administration of
Government of Georgia serves as the secretariat
to the SDG Council. That unit also monitors the
implementation of the national SDGs through a
special electronic system.

Greece

Greece published the latest VNR in 2018.7The
eight Greek National Priorities for the SDGs en-
compass all 17 SDGs, and reflect, in a balanced
and integrated manner, the three dimensions
of sustainable development [7]. They include:

e Fostering competitive, innovative and sus-
tainable economic growth (linked to SDGs 8, 9);

e Promoting full employment and decent
work for all (linked to SDG 8);

e Addressing poverty and social exclusion
and providing universal access to quality health
care services (linked to SDGs 1, 2, 3);

e Reducing social and regional inequalities
and ensuring equal opportunities for all (linked
to SDGs 5, 10);

e Providing high-quality and inclusive edu-
cation (linked to SDG 4);

e Strengthening the protection and sustain-
able management of natural capital as a base
for social prosperity and transition to a low-
carbon economy (linked to SDGs 6, 7, 11, 12, 13,
14, 15);

e Building effective, accountable and trans-
parent institutions (linked to SDGs 16, 17). En-
hancing open, participatory, democratic pro-
cesses and promoting partnerships (linked to
SDGs 16, 17).

The General Secretariat of the Government
(GSG) and its Office of Coordination, Institutional,
International and European Affairs (OCIIEA),
in particular, is responsible for monitoring and
coordinating the national implementation of
the SDGs (Fig. 2).

The Hellenic Statistical Authority (ELSTAT),
as coordinator of the Hellenic Statistical System
(ELSS) aims at the production on a regular basis
of official statistics with the target of ensur-
ing and continuously improving their quality.
ELSTAT is also responsible for certifying the
statistics of the ELSS authorities and organiza-
7Voluntary National Review, Greece, 2018. URL: https://sus-
tainabledevelopment.un.org/content/documents/19378Greece_

VNR_Greece_2018_pdf FINAL_140618.pdf
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Fig. 2. Governance and inter-Ministerial Coordination Scheme in Greece for achieving the SDGs

Source: compiled by the authors.

tions. This delivers more direct coordination
and ensures the quality of official statistics in
the country. ELSTAT has conducted three rounds
to identify the data required for the SDGs. At
the same time, the ELSS is in close cooperation
with the custodian agencies either to provide
data or to validate the proposed methodology
and data.

According to the VNR, priority is given to the
development of an Entrepreneurship Observa-
tory that will collect, process and analyze data on
the business economy and will allow for a more
systematic and effective control of the market, as
well as the assessment of proposed and applied
legislative and non-legislative interventions, in
order to achieve the required coordination among
services of different ministries.

Moldova

In its first VNR, published in 2020,8the Repub-
lic of Moldova aimed to map progress, chal-
lenges, and opportunities with regard to the
implementation of the SDGs. At the same time,
assessing to what extent implementation of the
SDGs is on track will enable possible solutions

8Voluntary National Review, Moldova, 2020. URL: https://sustain-
abledevelopment.un.org/content/documents/26346VNR_2020_
Moldova_Report_English.pdf

to be identified, thereby accelerating progress
in the areas that have fallen behind.

In the course of implementing the 2030 Agen-
da, the Republic of Moldova was one of the first
countries to nationalize (in 2016) and then re-
vise (in 2019) a national set of SDG indicators
[8]. Both processes were designed to assess the
relevance of each indicator and then to classify
them. The criteria considered when mapping
the global indicators and identifying national
ones that are relevant for the nationalized SDG
targets include:

a. the relevance ofthe indicator in the context
of the nationalized target;

b. the existence of a reliable primary data
source;

c. the indicator is clearly formulated and does
not create ambiguities;

d. the indicator meets quality criteria such as
coherence, accessibility, accuracy and availability
of methodology for calculation.

In 2019, specialists from the National Bureau
of Statistics revised the SDG indicators in con-
sultation with national data providers to assess
the degree of availability of the nationalized SDG
indicators and their level of compliance with the
global list of SDG indicators and the proposed
international calculation methodologies.
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Source: compiled by the authors.

The VNR was conducted following an Action
Plan approved by the Government of the Repub-
lic of Moldova under the supervision of a Joint
Steering Committee, including representatives
from the presidency, parliament, government,
central and local public authorities, civil society,
private sector, press and academia.

The VNR was drafted with analytical and in-
formational support from the ministries and
other public authorities, United Nations agencies
and the National Bureau of Statistics, with the
later supplying the statistics needed to assess
progress. The State Chancellery coordinated
the process.

In 2018, after a round of complex consultations
with policymakers, line ministries, public institu-
tions, private organizations, civil society and de-
velopment partners, and an online questionnaire,
a national report was developed to inventorize
the data system in the country. Its overall objec-
tive was to assess the availability of data and the
institutional modernization capacity needed to
implement the 2030 Development Agenda.

The produced document recommends that ac-
tions are taken at national level to achieve data

14

revolution. Citizens and civil society need to be
empowered with more responsibility and to be in-
volved in decision-making processes. In addition,
the number of official statistics data producers
should be increased. At the same time, formal
and professional education and data literacy are
absolutely necessary to enable the development
of skills and allow efficient and full use of data

(Fig. 3).

Republic of North Macedonia

Since its independence in 1991, the Repub-
lic of North Macedonia has made significant
progress towards sustainable development
and the rational use of natural resources. This
process was guided by the fundamental values
enshrined in its constitution, legal framework
and strategic policy documents such as the
National Development Plan 2007-2009, Na-
tional Strategy for Sustainable Development
2009-2030, Strategy for Regional Development
2009-2019, etc. In 2015, the government reaf-
firmed its commitment to sustainable develop-
ment by pledging “to leave no one behind” and
agreeing to implement the 2030 Agenda.
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In 2018, the Government of the Republic of
North Macedonia, through the National Coun-
cil for Sustainable Development, reaffirmed
the commitment to implement the United
Nations Agenda 2030. The National Council
for Sustainable Development identified SDG
1, SDG 4, SDG 8, SDG 13 and SDG 16 as five
priority goals for the period 2018-2020, based
on priority activities and measures defined in
the government programme (2017-2020) and
the five pillars of the United Nations Develop-
ment Assistance Plan (UNDAF) for the period
2016-2020.

North Macedonia’s existing policy framework
addresses a number of aspects of sustainable
development, while the Rapid Integrated Assess-
ment conducted in 2019 assessed the alignment
of 83% with the overall Agenda.

The first Voluntary National Review for North
Macedonia, presented in 2020, is an important
document prepared with joint effort and fruitful
collaboration of multiple stakeholders. It evalu-
ates the performance of the country in terms of
the Agenda 2030. Some of the entities involved
and the collaborations that were put forward
towards the production of the first VNR for the
Republic of North Macedonia are:

e Civil Society Organizations (CSO)

e Representatives from the academia, cham-
bers of commerce, civil society and government

e The Organization for Economic Cooperation
and Development and the Swedish Embassy

e The Youth Forum/Consultation.

To achieve the 2030 Agenda and address chal-
lenges, the Government of the Republic of North
Macedonia will continue strengthening its in-
stitutions and partnerships, thus creating the
enabling conditions for prosperity and sustain-
ability for the present and future generations.

The Statistical Office, specifically the Unit
for Business Registry and Structured Business
Statistics, is the focal point for the country.
Moreover, the UNDP-North Macedonia sup-
ports the government in building an inclusive
society —where everyone has access to services
and can participate in making decisions that
affect their lives. Support involves developing
human and institutional capacities, providing
knowledge, demonstrating solutions, building
partnerships, and raising funds for develop-
ment.

Romania

Romania published its VNR in 2018,%focusing
on SDG 6, SDG 7, SDG 11, SDG 12, SDG 15 and
SDG 17.

Romania has been a very active member of the
UN Open Ended Working Group on elaborating
the SDGs, as well as member of the Board of the
10-Year Framework of Programs on Sustainable
Consumption and Production Patterns (for two
mandates).

Sustainable Development in Romania is a
shared responsibility between the Inter-min-
isterial Committee for the Coordination of the
Integration of Environmental Protection into
Sectoral Policies and Strategies at the National
Level (Inter-ministerial Committee) led by the
Vice Prime Minister, Minister of Environment and
the Department for Sustainable Development, led
by a State Counsellor, under the Prime-Minister’s
Office.

In September 2017, the Inter-ministerial Com-
mittee decided that the VNR is conducted by the
Secretariat of the Inter-ministerial Committee
(Unit for Sustainable Development of the Min-
istry of Environment), establishing a drafting
open working group, that comprises all ministries
and institutions, civil society representatives and
academia.

The Government of Romania, through the
Government Decision No. 313/2017, established
a Department for Sustainable Development that
coordinates all activities on the implementation
of the 17 SDGs at national level.

In breaking the silo approach and effective
implementation of the 2030 Agenda and its 17
SDGs, the ownership of SDGs is not dealing with
one person or organization. All ministries and
institutions, all civil servants from central and
local governments, decision makers, and members
of parliament should be part of the implementa-
tion process [9].

Romania has passed through the process of
updating its Sustainable Development indicator
set —an essential part of both the National Sus-
tainable Development Strategy and the Action
Plan, which seeks to build upon the former by
having a more specific, in-depth, character. To
achieve this, the Department collaborates closely

9Voluntary National Review, Romania, 2018. URL: https://sustain-

abledevelopment.un.org/content/documents/19952Voluntary_Na-
tional_Review_ROMANIA_with_Cover.pdf
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with the National Institute of Statistics by bridg-
ing both the United Nations’, and the European
Union’s indicator sets to choose the right indica-
tors to address Romania’s specificities.

There are three issues that the Department
encountered while revising Romania’s National
Sustainable Development Strategy, which pre-
sents a learning experience for other countries
which are currently considering ways of incor-
porating the SDGs in their respective national
frameworks. These are: involving all segments
of society, having experts and a robust monitor-
ing system.

As stated in the VNR, the elaboration of the
Third Environmental Performance Review (3rd EPR)
of Romania would start in 2019, carried out by the
United Nations Economic Commission for Europe
(UNECE) experts’ mission in Romania. This process
will substantially contribute to the localization of
the SDGs, focusing on the environmental dimen-
sion of sustainable development. The 3rd EPR was
estimated to be completed in 2020. Thus, future
submissions of the Voluntary National Reviews of
Romania are expected in 2023 and 2029.

Russian Federation

The Russian Federation submitted its first Vol-
untary National Review (VNR)I0on the imple-
mentation of the 2030 Agenda in 2020.

The VNR was the first official document de-
signed to evaluate the state and the progress in
the achievement of SDGs in Russia. The Review
was carried out by the Analytical Center for
the Government of the Russian Federation by
establishing 17 thematic working groups —one
for each SDG. These groups included repre-
sentatives of the legislative branch, federal and
regional executive bodies, municipal authori-
ties, the Central Bank of Russia, development
institutions, civil society organizations, re-
search organizations, as well as representatives
from the business community. More than 200
experts and more than 100 organizations have
participated in the preparation of the VNR.
The draft Review as well as its chapters have
been subject to open public expert discussions.
Furthermore, most SDGs are currently present
in the main strategic and program documents

10 Voluntary National Review, Russia, 2020. URL:

https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/content/
documents/26421VNR_2020_Russia_Report_Russian.pdf
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adopted in Russia. The ongoing 12 national
projects have an actual focus on achieving the
SDGs [10, 11].

The preparation of the VNR made it possible:

e to involve a wide range of stakeholders
in the process of discussion on the document;

e to establish a fruitful dialogue between
the state, civil society, business and academia;

e to study and take on board different
opinions on the SDGs, ensure the broad pub-
lic interest in the implementation of the 2030
Agenda and the SDGs;

e to conduct in-depth analysis of the con-
sistency between national goals and the ob-
jectives of the 2030 Agenda and the SDGs and
evaluate the interim results of the progress in
their implementation.

According to the VNR, Russia focuses its ef-
forts on four aspects:

(i) support for the poor (economic aspect);

(ii) support for people with disabilities (so-
cial aspect);

(iii) elimination of inequality between dif-
ferent regions (territorial aspect);

(iv) support for indigenous and small peoples
(national dimension).

Moreover, the Russian Federation has shown
tangible progress for each of the individual SDGs.
Among the most successful are: SDG 1“Poverty
Eradication”, SDG 4 “Quality Education”, SDG
8 “Decent Work and Economic Growth”. At the
same time, a number of targets in certain areas
have yet to be achieved by the joint efforts of
the state, business and the public.

In order to monitor SDGs, the Federal State
Statistic Service processes statistical informa-
tion on SDGs in the Russian Federation, and
the complete database is available on the web
portalllin the subsection “Sustainable Devel-
opment Goals”.

The Russian Federation has shown positive
results for each SGD in recent years:

e SDG 1“No Poverty”: In 2018, the share
of the population with an income below the
poverty line amounted to 12.6%.

e SDG 2 “Zero Hunger”:In 2018, the preva-
lence of malnutrition fell to 1.6%. Meanwhile,
acute food insecurity touched only 0.3% of
the Russian population.1

11 Sustainable Development Goals. URL: https://rosstat.gov.ru/sdg
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e SDG 3 “Good Health and Well-Being”:
In 2019, the mortality rate decreased to 12.3
(per 1,000 people) compared to 2015 (13.0)
and 2010 (14.2). Life expectancy at birth has a
steady upward trend (72.91 years in 2018 com-
pared to 71.39 in 2015).

e SDG 4 “Quality Education”: In 2018,
gross enrolment ratio in preparatory, sec-
ondary and higher education programmers in
Russia was 99.9%.

e SDG 5*“Gender Equality”: In 2019, labor-
force participation among women reached
55.45% (among men — 70.6%), the employ-
ment rate was 52.9% (67.3% — for men), the
unemployment rate was 4.4% (4.8% — for
men). According to the assessment of United
Nations Development Program (UNDP), Rus-
sia has a very high Human Development index
rate, wherein the human development index
for women was equal to or higher than the in-
dex for men (0.823 against 0.808 in 2017).

e SDG 6 “Clean Water and Sanitation”: In
2018, 90.3% of households had a centralized
water supply (+3.6% against 2014), 77.4% of
the population had access to centralized or
individual sewerage (+4.4 against 2014).

e SDG 7 “Affordable and Clean Energy”: In
2018, 100% of the population had access to
electricity, 86% of the households were pro-
vided with heating. By 2018, energy intensity
decreased by 12% with Russia’s GDP growing
by 14%.

e« SDG 8 “Decent Work and Economic
Growth”: During the reporting period, an
acceleration of GDP growth rate (from 0.2%
in 2016 to 2.3% in 2018) and an increase in
the population income (real average month-
ly wages of employees increased by 0.8% in
2016) were observed.

e SDG 9 “Industrialization, Innovation and
Infrastructure”: Freight turnover for all trans-
port modes in Russia increased by 10.3% in
2015-2018 (to 5,635 billion ton-km). Passen-
ger turnover for all types of public transport
also rose by 12.1% to 593.6 passenger-km.

e SDG 10 “Reduced Inequalities”: In 2018,
the Gini coefficient (income concentration
index) for Russia was 0.413 (0.421 in 2010;
0.412 in 2015).

e SDG 11 “Sustainable Cities and Com-
munities”: The Housing Affordability Index

increased in 2006-2018 by 128% in Russia.
Moreover, the average concentration of main
pollutants in Russian cities decreased by
2018.

e SDG 12 “Responsible Consumption and
Production”: In 82% of the Russian cities in
which the population exceeds 100,000 people,
the infrastructure for separate collection fa-
cilities has been created, and in 2019, 185%
of the country’s citizens had access to this in-
frastructure (2.5 times more than in 2018).

e SDG 13 “Climate Action”: The Govern-
ment of the Russian Federation approved a
resolution on adopting the Paris Agreement
on September 21, 2019. Green financing is
still developing; Russia became one of the
countries, whose companies issued green
bonds in 2018.

e SDG 14 “Life Below Water”: Russia in-
creased the total surface area of specially
protected natural territories of federal signifi-
cance that belong to the maritime space (from
10.9 million hectares in 2016 to 18.9 million
hectares in 2018). The biodiversity of fish
found in coastal marine waters has increased
significantly (from 400 species in 2015 to
1,500 species in 2018).

e SDG 15 “Life on Land”: The surface of
specially protected natural territories (with-
out considering marine areas) of federal, re-
gional and local significance increased to
218.2 million hectares in 2015-2018.

e SDG 16 “Peace, Justice and Strong In-
stitutions”: From 2015 to 2018, the number
of crimes involving violent acts decreased
by 33.1% in the Russian Federation, and the
number of registered crimes against the per-
son decreased by 1.4 times.

e SDG 17 “Partnership for the Goals”: Fed-
eral budget expenditure classified by OECD
methodology as official development assis-
tance reached almost $ 1 billion in 2018.

The 2030 Agenda implementation is con
tinuing even in emergency times. Russia makes
every effort to contain the COVID-19 pandemic
and provides medical assistance and healthcare
for those who need it in the country as well as
abroad. The government implements a wide
range of measures to minimize the negative
impact of the quarantine on the population
and business.
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Serbia

Serbia published its VNR in 2019.2The Ser-
bian government established six strategic path-
ways for growing into sustainability:

e Connect, partner and integrate Serbia in
Europe and the world;

e Achieve faster, inclusive and sustainable
growth based on economic, scientific and inno-
vation resources;

e Render efficient and effective public ser-
vices;

e Promote human rights and security;

e Education for the twenty-first century;

e Transformative digitalization.

In growing into sustainability, Serbia needs
assistance through an increased scope of in-
vestments, knowledge and skills, technologies
and special partnerships for the development
of a generically sustainable, carbon-neutral cir-
cular agriculture and industry of sustainable
materials, technological processes, products
and services, including services in the finan-
cial sector, especially encouraging individual
entrepreneurship and multiplication of micro,
small and medium-sized enterprises in these
two fundamental productive sectors of the fu-
ture for which opportunities have already been
created through the digitalization of the neces-
sary activities and strengthened connectivity of
the country through the rehabilitated transport,
energy, and communications infrastructure [12].

The Inter-Ministerial Working Group for the
Implementation of the 2030 Agenda (IMWG)
coordinates the work of all ministries and state
institutions. The partnering endeavor of the Sec-
retariat for Public Policy in mapping the National
Strategic Framework against the SDGs resulted
in the Serbia and the 2030 Agenda document.
The Statistical Office of the Republic of Serbia
diligently maps, produces or collects relevant
national indicators to measure SDG progress
credibly.

Since the beginning of implementation of the
Agenda 2030, the UN Country Team, European
Union and the World Bank in the Republic of
Serbia cooperated with the government and the
IMWG, providing support “’in policy planning,
monitoring and evaluation’’.

P Voluntary National Review, Serbia, 2020. URL: https://sus-

tainabledevelopment.un.org/content/documents/23471Serbia_
VNR_Report_2019_final.pdf
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The key obligation taken over by the UN Coun-
try Team to Serbia under the agreement to sup-
port the Government of the Republic of Serbia
in “policy planning, monitoring and evaluation”
for Agenda 2030 was delivered by the actions
of the UN Country Team in Serbia on planning,
preparation and organizing the implementa-
tion and reporting. The mission consisted of 21
international experts from UN agencies, funds
and programs (UNDP, UNICEF, UNESCO, UNECE,
UNFPA, ILO, Office of the United Nations High
Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR), UN-
HCR, WHO), and regional offices, including also
the Delegation ofthe EU to Serbia and the World
Bank Office in the Republic of Serbia.

Moreover, the “SDGs for All” Platform has
been supported by the Swiss and German govern-
ments and is being implemented by the German
organization for international cooperation —GI2Z,
within the project “Public Finance Reform —2030
Agenda” is directly coordinated by six promi-
nent Serbian civil society organizations selected
through a competitive process.

Turkey

In 2019, the country published its 2nd VNR re-
port.13The VNR determines areas to be focused
on for each goal and examines the targets in a
systematic approach. The analysis reveals that
most targets have directly or indirectly been
incorporated in policy documents, and the leg-
islation provides an adequate framework for
implementing SDGs. Furthermore, on an insti-
tutional scale, it has been determined that the
responsibilities of the institutions in Turkey,
which were specified in policies and legislation,
have been fully aligned with SDGs [13]. Upon
reviewing the projects, the gaps and challenges
in implementation have been determined.

In the overall context of SDGs, Turkey stands
at an advanced level, particularly in respect of
policies, strategies and legislation, while there
is room for improvement in practices and pro-
jects. To monitor progress, Turkey has assigned
responsibilities for 218 SDG indicators to differ-
ent Ministries, and a Sustainable Development
Indicators Set comprised of 83 indicators was
published by the Turkish Statistical Institute
BVoluntary National Review, Turkey, 2019. URL: https://sus-
tainabledevelopment.un.org/content/documents/23862Turkey_

VNR_110719.pdf
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(TURKSTAT) in 2019. An overview of progress in
this VNR proposes that SDG 1, SDG 3, SDG 6, SDG
7, SDG 9 and SDG 11 stand out as goals towards
which significant progress has been achieved.
While there is progress on other SDGs, it is re-
quired to accelerate efforts to address gaps in
implementation and increase quality. In this
respect, there is a need to enhance financial and
technical capacities for some of the goals.

Immediately after the adoption of Agenda 2030,
Turkey designated the responsible and relevant
institutions for the 218 indicators that apply to
Turkey, and in February 2019, the Turkish Sta-
tistical Institute published the SDG Indicators
Set, comprised of 83 indicators. While the ratio
of produced indicators is higher for SDG 3, SDG 7
and SDG 9, further work is needed for SDG 1, SDG
2,SDG 12,SDG 13 and SDG 14 indicators. The VNR
preparation, the current situation and gaps were
identified under the supervision of the Presidency
of Strategy and Budget (PSB) under the Presi-
dency as the coordinating institution, and future
steps and recommendations were elicited in a
transparent procedure by local administrations,
the private sector, NGOs and academia.

In addition, a National Sustainable Develop-
ment Goals (SDGs) Best Practices database was
developed as a continuous application. With the
system, 400 practices by public and private sec-
tors, academia, NGOs and municipalities were
collected in the first phase.

Moreover, the United Cities and Local Govern-
ments (UCLG) formed aworking group named the
Global Taskforce of Local and Regional Govern-
ments with a view to transpose SDGs at a local
level and integrate them into policies. The Work-
ing Group aims to build a bridge between the
UN and the local administrations. UCLG brings
together all local administrations across the
world under the same umbrella. One of nine sec-
tions of UCLG, namely the Middle East and West
Asia Section (UCLG-MEWA), is headquartered
in Istanbul.

Ukraine
The country VNR was published in 2020.14

An inclusive process of the SDGs adaptation,
which was tailored to the national development

A Voluntary National Review, Ukraine, 2020. URL:
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/content/
documents/26295VNR_2020_Ukraine_Report.pdf

context, resulted in a national SDGs system con-
sisting of 86 national targets with 183 monitoring
indicators.

The Ministry for Development of Economy,
Trade and Agriculture of Ukraine (MDETA) initi-
ated the establishment of an Inter-Agency Work-
ing Group (IAWG) on SDGs and four expert groups
for the VNR preparation (for four main thematic
areas —economic, environmental, social and
institutional).

The groups included leading experts from
ministries, executive authorities, the National
Academy of Sciences of Ukraine, M.V. Ptukha
Institute for Demography and Social Studies of
the National Academy of Sciences of Ukraine,
the UN Resident Coordinator’s Office in Ukraine,
UNICEF in Ukraine, UNIDO, UN Women, WHO,
and other UN agencies in Ukraine, members
of the UN Global Compact Network in Ukraine,
specialists from analytical centres and NGOs,
including the Ukrainian Centre for Social Reforms,
0. Yaremenko Ukrainian Institute for Social Re-
search, etc. The groups were working publicly,
which enabled consideration of a broad range of
public opinions. MDETA performed functions of
the technical secretariat of the VNR preparation,
including as a coordinator of the consultation
process.

The Inter-Agency Working Group on the SDGs
performed the functions of coordination, quality
control, and approval of decisions (MDETA acted
as the technical secretariat and main imple-
mented [14]. MDETA initiated the establishment
of expanded thematic work (expert) groups for
four main areas: economic (SDG 2, SDG 8, SDG
9, SDG 12); environmental (SDG 6, SDG 7, SDG
13, SDG 14, SDG 15); social (SDG 1, SDG 3, SDG 4,
SDG 10); and institutional (SDG 5, SDG 11, SDG
16, SDG 17) [15].

The SDG targets have been incorporated in
162 governmental regulatory legal acts (4,300
planned actions). In March 2020, the new Cabinet
of Ministers adopted its Programme, reaffirming
the commitment to the SDGs [16].

Results and discussion
Analytic presentation of the SDGs reported
by the UN
The UN provides an overview of the world’s
implementation efforts to achieve the 17 Sus-
tainability Development Goals, highlighting
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Fig. 4. Number of implemented UN indicators per country

Source: compiled by the authors.

the main areas of progress and where more ac-
tions are required. In our analysis, we provide
an overview of the reporting efforts according
to the UN and based on the proposed indica-
tors since in official statistics, countries track
indicators of the UN Sustainable Development
Goals and national indicators. Specifically, as
seen in Fig. 4, the number of implemented UN
indicators is described for each country.

According to Fig. 4, on average, 81% of all
indicators monitored by countries in official
statistics coincide with the indicators formed by
the UN. The average level of standard deviation
between the set of monitored indicators of dif-
ferent countries under each SDG is about 15%,
which indicates a predominant identity in the
sets of core SDG indicators that are calculated
by countries. Fig. 5 describes the standard devia-
tion (alignment index) for the different SDGs,
while Table provides the specific percentages
of UN SDGs indicators reported by each coun-
try. As seen in Fig. 4, Georgia is reporting the
largest number of UN indicators while North
Macedonia the lowest. Most countries report
less than 100 indicators, while their reporting
patterns seem to be aligned (Fig. 5 and Table)
mostly for SDGs 3 (Good Health and Well-Be-
ing), 4 (Quality Education), 8 (Decent Work and
Economic Growth) and 16 (Peace, Justice and
Strong Institutions).

20

SDGs according to the National Statistic
Authorities

At the same time, in some cases, indicators
differ; most often, there are differences in
levels of detailing (disaggregation), which
can complicate the creation of a consolidated
database. For example, the indicator declared
by the UN implies the calculation of data dis-
aggregated by sex, age and persons with dis-
abilities; in turn, a similar indicator can be
calculated by one of the countries e.g., only
by sex, etc. Predominantly typical for the in-
dicators of the Republic of Turkey and the Re-
public of Moldova. A significant number of UN
indicators are not tracked by countries when
calculating official statistics. Armenia has the
smallest share of UN indicators that are not
counted (Fig. 5).

Conclusion
As the results of the study show, there are sig-
nificant deviations between the reporting pat-
terns by each country, not only when it comes
to the indicators promoted by the UN but also
when it comes to nationally promoted indica-
tors.

Despite the fact that a significant part of the
indicators presented by each of the countries
coincides with the indicators formed by the UN,
even among them, there may be differences, due
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Share of UN indicators monitored by countries, by SDGs, %

Goals/
Indicators
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Federation
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46.15 3846 69.23 3846
371 714 7143 42.86
75.00 5714 89.29 7143
833 25.00 91.67 50.00
3671 42.86 7857 4286
45.45 36.36 2127 4545
2353 1765 2353 1765
5294 41.18 7059 58.82
66.67 75.00 50.00 75.00
2143 371 4286 4286
1333 20.00 20.00 26.67
30.77 1538 769 769
11.11 2222 2222 11.11
10.00 10.00 20.00 20.00
714 14.29 42.86 3671
1250 41.67 9167 25.00
3704 5556 2222 22.22

Source: compiled by the authors.

Republic of
Moldova
Bulgaria
Greece
Romania
Serbia
Ukraine
North
Macedonia

Albania

7692 769 2308 2308 2308 3846 46.15
1429 2857 2857 2857 2857 2857 2857 2857
5000 1786 3214 2143 3571 2500 2500 2500
3333 833 833 833 1667 000 833 833
6429 3571 3571 4286 5000 3571 2857 42.86
7273 3636 3636 3636 4545 3636 36.36 36.36
2941 1176 1176 1176 1176 588 588 1176
8824 2941 2941 2941 4706 3529 2941 3529
7500 3333 3333 4167 3333 3333 4167 4167
3571 3571 4286 4286 3571 428 3571 3571
2000 667 2000 1333 2000 3333 3333 6.67
2308 3077 3846 2308 3077 3077 3077 1538
0.00 000 1111 1111 1111 3333 3333 0.00
1000 40.00 40.00 40.00 20.00 4000 40.00 20.00
4286 5714 5714 5714 5714 4286  50.00 5714
5833 1250 833 1250 1250 833 833 16.67
1852 2963 2963 2593 2963 2963 29.63 1852

~
8

Number

Fig. 5. Number of non-implemented UN indicators

Source: compiled by the authors.

to which the comparison of data will be signifi- corresponding indicator will possibly be present-
cantly complicated or even impossible. As noted ed only by the level of detailing (disaggregation)
above, one of the most common type of differ- for all countries [17].

ences is the discrepancy between the levels of Also, a feature of the system of goals and in-
detailing (disaggregation) of the indicator, asa dicators of sustainable development is that a
result of which systematization of data for the number of indicators in the UN system are for-
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mulated in relation to the international (global) introduced by countries to reflect a specific situ-
level; subsequently, such indicators are local- ation (i.e., they are not presented among the
ized by each country at its national level. This indicators of other countries) [19, 20].

feature mainly does not lead to the emergence The differences in the lists and sets of moni-
of different variations of a single indicator and tored indicators of the 13 countries, as well as the
differences in its calculation [18]. differences in the monitoring of official statistics

A problem for conducting a deeper analysis on the Sustainable Development Goals, create
will be that national indicators practically can- anumber of potential risks and problems that
not be correlated and/or systematized with each  may arise in the process of conducting a com-
other due to the fact that such indicators are  prehensive analysis.
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